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“Long before a small circle of American kids dismantled the 

Soviets’ Big Red Machine at Lake Placid, Jack Fleck’s 

defeat of the mighty Ben Hogan at the 1955 U.S. Open was 

as stunning and stirring an upset as sports had ever seen. In 

THE LONGEST SHOT, Neil Sagebiel not only expertly 

reconstructs the million-to-one tale of the Iowa muni pro 

who denied Hogan his chance to become the only man to 

win the Open five times, he honors the grand tradition of 

profound and poetic literature in golf.”  

— Ian O’Connor, New York Times bestselling author of 

Arnie & Jack and The Captain 

“THE LONGEST SHOT  is the remarkable story of how Jack 

Fleck, the improbably named municipal course pro from 

Iowa, defeated the great Ben Hogan at the 1955 U.S. Open. 

Moment by moment, Neil Sagebiel lyrically describes the 

drama of the David-and-Goliath clash at the Olympic Club 

in San Francisco. Sagebiel persuades a new generation of 

readers that Fleck’s triumph was not only the most unlikely result at a U.S. Open, but one of the 

greatest upsets in American sports history. THE LONGEST SHOT is destined to become a classic 

of golf literature.”  

— Don Van Natta Jr., New York Times bestselling author of First Off the Tee and WONDER 

GIRL 

 

The inspirational story of the unknown club pro from Iowa who beat his idol in the 1955 

U.S. Open. With the overlooked Jack Fleck still playing the course, NBC-TV proclaimed that 

the legendary Ben Hogan had won his record fifth U.S. Open and signed off from San Francisco. 

Undaunted, the forgotten Iowan rallied to overcome a nine-shot deficit over the last three 
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rounds—still a U.S. Open record—and made a pressure-packed putt to tie Hogan on the final 

hole of regulation play. The two men then squared off in a tense, 18-hole playoff from which 

Fleck emerged victorious in one of the most startling upsets in sports history. 

On par with the classic golf narratives of Mark Frost and John Feinstein, THE LONGEST SHOT 

will surprise and delight fans as they trace the improbable journey of an unheralded club pro who 

played his way into the record books by out-dueling the sport’s greatest 

champion of his time. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Neil Sagebiel (armchairgolfer@gmail.com) is the 

founder and editor of ARMCHAIR GOLF BLOG, one of the top golf blogs on 

the Internet. A former copywriter for a Seattle advertising agency and major 

newspaper, he is a freelance writer in Floyd, Virginia. 
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More Advance Praise for THE LONGEST SHOT 

“Author Neil Sagebiel’s account of the courage and determination of Jack Fleck, who late on a 

Saturday afternoon came out of the pack to tie the legendary Ben Hogan, and then go onto defeat 

him in an 18-hole playoff, is dramatically recounted in THE LONGEST SHOT. It is a Cinderella 

story of a young professional from Iowa who against all odds wins the U.S. Open. It is also the 

bittersweet account of Ben Hogan’s last hurrah.” — John Coyne, author of The Caddie Who 

Knew Ben Hogan 

“THE LONGEST SHOT is more than the story of the greatest upset in U.S. Open history. It’s a 

book for anyone who’s ever risked everything to follow a dream. Golfers owe Sagebiel a thank 

you for lending a voice to this oft-forgotten tale.” — Bob Smiley, author of Follow the Roar: 

Tailing Tiger for All 604 Holes of His Most Spectacular Season 
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